Parliamentary Government in England
appoints a select committee, a departmental committee,
or a Royal Commission to report upon the problem. Or
he thinks that some question ought to come into the
public view upon which there is inadequate knowledge,
or confused or irritated public sentiment A committee
will discover the facts and trace the outlines of a policy
upon which, at a later stage, action may become possible.
Investigation by committees has been one of the most
vital techniques contributed by the parliamentary system
to the methodology of representative government; and it
has been made possible only by the fact that the parlia-
mentary system exists. Not a few of the reports these
bodies have issued have been landmarks in the history of
their subjects. In education, in the improvement of
factory conditions, on poor-law reform, on the machinery
of government, on the reorganization of the army, on the
limits of ministers' powers, on the principles of local
taxation, we have reports that have profoundly affected
the contours of policy* When the Budget leakages of
1936 provoked an angry feeling in public opinion, the
work of the Porter Committee did one of the most
cleansing pieces of work the public life of any modern
State has known—a piece of work, it-should be added,
that would have been possible only under a democratic
form of government—-and the same is true of the remark-
able enquiry by the Fisher Committee which resulted in
the dismissal of a permanent Secretary of a Department
from the public sendee. In a sense, the Fisher Report is
even more remarkable than that of Mr. Justice Porter,
The latter applied to an alleged scandal which was the
theme of universal discussion. But the former tackled
rigorously and jhoroughly one which, at most, was
known to hardly more than half-a-dozen persons and
could easily have been met by private action which would
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